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day effectively when the Committee on
Commerce was asked to mark up the
bill.

It is incredible to think that such an
important change, not only in terms of
the cuts, but the changes, the sub-
stantive changes being proposed in
Medicare that would have effectively
gutted Medicare, and we could not find
out about it and the public could not
find out about that.

We saw that time and time again
with so much legislation, so many of
the major changes being proposed, that
we succeeded eventually in stopping
once we found out what they were and
once we could tell the American public
what this was all. That stealth strat-
egy continues today.

As you point out, the Dole economic
plan is the same way. We hear about
the tax breaks, if you will. But the de-
tails of how they are going to go about
implementing those cuts, what they
are going to do to various programs,
whether they are discretionary pro-
grams or entitlement programs, I
think at one point in the plan that was
put forth, when Mr. Dole put forth his
plan, he actually admitted it was based
at least initially on this year’s budget,
on the Republican budget that was
passed this year. That budget itself
would continued the major cuts in edu-
cation, environment, Medicare, and
Medicaid.

But this would have to go way be-
yond that. We would see a lot more in
terms of negative impacts on those
programs, and particularly Medicare,
because there is so much more that has
to be found to reach that level of tax
breaks, primarily for wealthy Ameri-
cans.

Mr. STUPAK. If I may, if it is based
upon the Republican budget that was
passed this year, that budget was al-
ready vetoed and rejected by the Amer-
ican people and by the President. I am
glad to see him stand tough to protect
the issues like Medicare, Medicaid,
education, the environment and our
veterans.

If nothing else, for the listeners back
home just again, let’s go back to Medi-
care, something that affects all of us,
our grandparents, our parents. We can-
not have a hearing, but yet we will
spend 59 days on Whitewater, 12 days
on Waco, and 14 days on Ruby Ridge?
Those are hearings that were for noth-
ing more but to divide this country, to
foster unfounded allegations, to just
rip apart this country.

But yet something that affects all of
us, that we should be concerned about
and actually could unite the country,
balance the budget and yet still pro-
vide for our seniors and parents and
grandparents, we do not get any hear-
ings on that, but we want to talk about
Ruby Ridge and Waco and Whitewater.
The priorities have been backwards.
They have been upside down.

So, hopefully, as the fall unfolds,
there will be a new majority come Jan-
uary, and we can get back on the right
track of looking forward to working

with the American people, not against
them, not deceive them, not be deci-
sive, but work forward and move this
country forward.

Mr. PALLONE. I want to thank the
gentleman. I just want to say one
thing: As the gentleman mentioned,
being in the minority for the first
time, because I was here before when
we were in the majority for several
years, as were you, but one thing that
I learned and one thing that renews my
faith, if you will, in our democracy, is
that once we were able to get the word
out, either on the floor here or back in
our districts at town meetings or with
the media or whatever, once we were
able to get the word out to the Amer-
ican people, and even to some of our
colleagues on the other side, about
what the impact of these Republican
leadership proposals were and how they
were going to cut Medicare and how
they were going to change the pro-
gram, how they were going to cut back
on environmental protection, what
they were going to do to student loans
and education programs, we were able
to change the dynamics of what goes
on here.

That is why, even though we are
coming to the close of this Congress,
when I am asked, and I am often asked
by reporters or constituents, ‘‘What did
the Democrats accomplish in this Con-
gress?’’ And I say we halted, we
stopped, these extreme measures from
becoming law, collectively with the
President. That is an accomplishment,
and that is something we can be proud
of. I think it is also an indication that
this democracy works, that once you
are able to speak out and get the truth
out, it really does make a difference.

Mr. STUPAK. Their contract of
America, you never hear them talk
about that anymore. You never hear
them brag about it, as they did for the
first 9 months, this contract is going to
do this and that. They are running
away from that contract, because it
was not a Contract with America, it
was a Contract on America.

Now you do not see them campaign-
ing on it. There are not all these wild
promises, extreme positions. I think
the American public, like us, learned
in the last 20 months and said the truth
has finally come out, as Mr. D’AMATO
said, and they are trying to bail them-
selves out with their little gray buck-
ets. We look forward to the next few
weeks.

Mr. PALLONE. I want to thank the
gentleman fro joining me in this spe-
cial order tonight.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. BURTON] is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

REPUBLICANS HAVE NOT RUN
AWAY FROM THE PROMISES
MADE TO THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BURTON] is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, my colleagues who just took the
previous hour chose not to engage me
in debate. I asked them if they would
yield to me, and of course they did not
have time, because what they said sim-
ply will not stand muster. So I am now
going to spend a little bit of time set-
ting the record straight as they leave
the hall. I would have been happy to
engage and debate them, but unfortu-
nately, they do not want to debate the
issues.

I would like to say the majority of
this hour is going to be given to my
friends from California, who have a lot
to tell my colleagues about, and people
of this country, regarding immigration
reform.

Immigration reform is absolutely es-
sential. We have so many illegal aliens
coming into the country, costing this
country so much money, and we have
passed a bill and the President said he
would veto it, keep us here, shut down
the government if it passed and was
put on his desk, rather than sign it
into law. I will let them talk about
that in a few minutes. What I wanted
to do right now is set the record
straight on some of the things that my
colleagues previously just said.

First of all, we are not running away
from the promises that we made to the
American people. We kept those prom-
ises. Seven of the 10 things we prom-
ised in the Contract With America
passed both houses and went to the
President. Four of them became law.
Nine of them passed this body, and we
acted upon all 106 of them in the first
90 days of this session of Congress. So
we did not run away from them.

Let us talk about what we passed. We
passed a law which said that every law
Americans have to live by, we have to
live by. Congress is no longer a special
entity. Before, under the Democrats for
40 years, they had special privileges.
We changed that. We came up with lob-
bying disclosure, so the American peo-
ple would know what is going on in
this body.

We were the first ever to vote on
term limits. For 40 years they talked
about it, but they would not vote on
term limits. We did. We downsized Con-
gress itself. We downsized congres-
sional committee staffs. We put term
limits in for the Speaker of the House
and for committee chairmen. We put a
ban on proxy voting. We opened all
committee hearings to the public,
which was not the case before. We
eliminated three committees and 20
subcommittees. We cut total congres-
sional spending two years in a row, and
for the first time in many years, we
had a comprehensive House audit. That
may not be great information for a lot
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